
   

 

A Jubilee Ministry Center 

The Fourth Sunday In Advent 
Sunday, December 22, 2024 

 Holy Eucharist Rite II 
Celebrant The Rev. Kim J. Litsey 

 

Our Missional Vision 

Good Shepherd of  the Hills Church brings the love and light of  
Christ Jesus to our neighbors.  We are called to go out to serve the 

needs of  our community.   

Welcome To All Visitors  

If  you are a visitor today, we welcome you and thank you for                  
worshipping with us! We hope that you are blessed by your visit.  
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The Right Rev. Jennifer A. Reddall, Bishop   

The Rev. Kim J. Litsey, Rector  

Eunkyung Suh-Lee, Director of Music 

Ashley Phillips, Director of Youth and                                            
Children’s Ministry  

Axel Lopez,  Ministry Assistant for Youth 

Kristine K., Parish Administrator  

Teresa Garnica, Sexton 

All church activities may be internet streamed, video recorded, and photographed for 
church uses. Entry on to the church campus or into any church building constitutes       

consent to be streamed, videotaped, or  photographed for church purposes. 

Today’s Ministry Schedule 

 

Lector: Barbara Popejoy 

Altar Servers: Debbie Shields and Beth Hatcher 

Ushers:  Todd Knape and Philip Boreham 

Greeter: Tom & Trudy Rhoades 
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~Prelude~  

"Set on Veni Emmanuel"  

By: Edward Landin 

Silent entrance of the Choir and Altar Party process to the chancel. 

 

The Lighting of the Advent Candle  

The Altar Server will light the four advent candles as the Lector reads. 

Reader:  We light this candle to remind us that God is love. We 
thank God for hope he gives us, for the peace he bestows, for the 
joy he pours into our hearts, and for the love that redeems us and 
shows us the way. 
   
Celebrant:  God of Love, Emmanuel, may the light of God be               
reflected in our hearts at this time.  Let us be ready for the day 
and the hour of Christ appearing. Grant that we may so live in him 
that his perfect love fills our being. We celebrate your love and 
are ready to show that love to the world 
- both today - and for evermore.  Amen. 
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~Opening Hymn~ #58 “Lo! He Comes With Clouds Descending" 
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 Eucharist, Rite II  The Word of God 

 

Opening Acclamation  

Celebrant:  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People:      And blessed be his kingdom, now and                    
for ever. Amen. 

~Hymn of Praise~ #102 " Holy God " (x3) 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People:      And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 
 
The Collect  
 
Celebrant: Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily            
visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a 
mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
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The Lessons:  A Reading from the Prophet Micah 

 

Micah 5:2-5a 

 

You, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 

who are one of the little clans of Judah, 

from you shall come forth for me 

one who is to rule in Israel, 

whose origin is from of old, 

from ancient days. 

Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

when she who is in labor has brought forth; 

then the rest of his kindred shall return 

to the people of Israel. 

And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of 

the Lord, 

in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 

And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 

to the ends of the earth; 

  and he shall be the one of peace. 

 

 

The Word of the Lord.                                                                                          

People: Thanks be to God 
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C a n t i c l e  1 5  Pa g e  9 1 ,  B C P  

 

The Song of Mary Magnificat  

 

Luke 1:46-51 

 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 

for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 

From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 

the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is 

his Name. 

He has mercy on those who fear him * 

in every generation. 

He has shown the strength of his arm, * 

he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 

and has lifted up the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things, * 

and the rich he has sent away empty. 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 

for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

The promise he made to our fathers, * 

to Abraham and his children for ever. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for                                 

ever. Amen. 
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A Reading From the Letter To The Hebrews 
 
Hebrews 10:5-10 
 

When Christ came into the world, he said, 

"Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 

but a body you have prepared for me; 

in burnt offerings and sin offerings 

you have taken no pleasure. 

Then I said, 'See, God, I have come to do your will, O God' 
(in the scroll of the book it is written of me)." 

When he said above, "You have neither desired nor taken 

pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin 

offerings" (these are offered according to the law), then he 

added, "See, I have come to do your will." He abolishes the 

first in order to establish the second. And it is by God's will 

that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body 

of Jesus Christ once for all. 
 
 
The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God 
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~Gospel Hymn #631~ 

“Book of Books, Our People' Strength”  

(vs. 1 Before & vs. 2 After) 
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The Gospel  
 
Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according 

to Luke 
People:      Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Luke 1:39-45 
 
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean 
town in the hill country, where she entered the house of                
Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 
 

When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in her 
womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and                        
exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to 
me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I 
heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped 
for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a 
fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord." 

 
Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.  
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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Sermon                                               The Rev. Kim J. Litsey  

The Nicene Creed  

             

We believe in one God, the Father, 
the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, eternally                 
begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of 
one Being with the Father. Through 
him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he 

came down from heaven:  
 by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from 
the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 

suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in              

accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven and is seated at 

the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
He has spoken through the Prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,                                                  

and the life of the world to come. Amen  
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~Prayers Of The People~ 

P# 130 “While We Are Waiting”  
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Prayers of the People 
 
Lector: Holy One, we pray with anticipation of the coming of the 
Christ child and the hope for the creation of new possibilities and 
visions for us and our world.  
People: God, we pray in the power of your presence.   
  

Lector: With the dream of peace in the world, we pray for the 
welfare and safety of all your people in every community and 
nation.                                                                                         
People: God, we pray in the power of your presence.   
  

Lector: For Good Shepherd of the Hills, that those whose efforts 
sustain this church and its mission, our members and friends, 
the clergy, and the Bishop we pray for your guidance and           
blessings.  
People: God, we pray in the power of your presence.   
   

Lector: In our daily life, we thank you for nourishing our soul, 
energizing our mind and feeding our body so that we may do 
your work and serve others in your name. We thank you for              
giving us each unique talent to use with loving purpose.  
People: God, we pray in the power of your presence.   
  

Lector: We ask for healing for those in unbearable                                             
circumstances, the homeless, the fearful, the anxious and those 
that are ill and dying, especially for those individuals on our  
parish prayer list.  

People: God, we pray in the power of your presence.   
 
Lector: We pray for those who have died, those we hold in our 
hearts, and those who have gone before us to the joy eternal 
life.  
People: God, we pray in the power of your presence.   
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We gratefully acknowledge the Native Peoples on whose                         
ancestral homelands we gather, the Hohokam, as well as the              
diverse and vibrant Native communities who make their home 
here today. 

 

Almighty God, in giving us dominion over things on earth, 
you made us fellow workers in your creation: Give us wisdom 
and reverence so to use the resources of nature, that no one 
may suffer from our abuse of them, and that generations yet 
to come may continue to praise you for your bounty;  

 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect  

Celebrant: Our hearts are open to this new advent, new            
beginning, and new opportunity to embrace the Christ child that 
came into the world. May the promise of hope, love, joy and 
peace live in our hearts now and always. Amen.  

The Confession of Sin  
 

Celebrant says:  
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Celebrant and People: 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of 
your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that 
we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your 
sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all                  
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in             
eternal life. Amen. 
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The Peace   
Celebrant:    The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

People:         And also with you.  

 

The Offertory 

Offering (The Offering is received and the altar is prepared.) 

 

Celebrant:  Let us with gladness present the offerings and                        
oblations of our life and labor to the Lord.  

 

 

~Offertory Anthem~  

"We Bring His Light"  

By: Jon Purifoy  
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The Holy Eucharist   
Eucharistic Prayer C 

 
 

 
The Celebrant:   The Lord be with you. 

People:               And also with you. 

Celebrant:          Lift up your hearts. 

People:              We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant:          Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

People:              It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

Celebrant: Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from 
sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; 
that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to 
judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold 
his appearing.  
 

Celebrant: God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are                 
worthy of glory and praise.  
People: Glory to you for ever and ever. 
 
Celebrant: At your command all things came to be: the vast                      
expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their 
courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 
People: By your will they were created and have their being. 

Celebrant: From the primal elements you brought forth the                  
human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. You 
made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and 
betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another. 
People: Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 
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Sanctus #124 

Celebrant: Again and again, you called us to return. Through  
prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law. And in the 
fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to 
fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 
People: By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are 
healed. 

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, 
with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every                      
generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with 
them your glory, in their unending hymn: 
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The people stand or kneel.  

 
The Celebrant continues: 

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and 
made a new people by water and the Spirit, now bring before 
you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the 
Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, 
broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, "Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the                                    
remembrance of me." 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, 
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you 
this sacrifice of thanksgiving,  

We celebrate his death and resurrection, 
as we await the day of his coming. 

 

Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your 
hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the                        
presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for 
strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of 
this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that 
we may worthily serve the world in his name. 
People: Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the 
Bread  

 

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ 
our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to 
generation. Amen.  
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And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

  

Celebrant and People: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

Celebrant:     Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People:         Therefore let us keep the feast.  

Celebrant:     The Gifts of God for the People of God.   

[Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed 
on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.]  

 

Communion of the People  

All Baptized people are welcome to receive Holy 
Communion; if you prefer a blessing please cross your 
arms in front of your chest.   

 

~Communion Hymn #5b~   

  "Humbly I Adore Thee"   

By: Charles W. Douglas 



20  

 

Post–Communion Prayer  

 

Celebrant: Let us pray.  

 

Celebrant and People: 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

 

Advent Blessing 

 

May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came 
among us in great humility, sanctify you with the light of his 
blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen.  

May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we 
await, make you steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and                  
constant in love. Amen.  

May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at 
his second Advent be rewarded with unending life. Amen.  

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.  
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~Recessional Hymn #238~   

“Blessed Feasts Of Blessed Martyrs" 
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Dismissal 

Celebrant:   Go in peace to love in the name of Christ 

People :      Thanks be to God.  

~Postlude~  

"Trumpet Tune On Come, Divine Messiah"  

By: David Lasky 

The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of the birth of                   

Jesus.                                                                                             

May the spirit of Christmas bring love and joy to all! 

 

 Flowers donated by John & Arlene De Broske  
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Please Pray For the Following People 
Mariah Myers, Mike, Kathy Frederick, Chris Francis,                                             
Johnny, Mandie, Brynn and Iann Miller, Paddi Mozilo,                               

Jan, Edna, Mat, and Rick Rhoades, Sylvia Tabor, Dee Crane, Susan,                        
The Family and Friends of Todd Hodesh, Eric and Michelle Salawich, Charles, 

Aaron Parson, Bill Turner, John, Hank Zolkiewicz, Tim Rosenhoover,                        
Andrea Hensley, Roger Powell, The Friends and Family of Sharon,                                          

The Friends and Family of Hope Ann Kelly, Ed Simpson,                                              
The Friends and Family of Art Graf, Christopher Thoms, Penny,                   
Bernice Insalaco, Claudia Joehl, Cindy Creamers, Joe Garcia,                           

Amelia & Family, Bob S., Vivian, Suzanne,                                                              
The Friends and Family of Patrick Doherty, Cathy DeGroat,                                        

Joan Shillingburg, Lindsey Hensley, Susan Harte,                                                                     
Paula Vessels, David Vessels, and Rachel Vessels, Jordan Jones 

Please Pray for those in the Armed Forces 
Stephanie Case Andersen, Adam and Kim Bennett, Jeff Walker,                      

Jeff Lindbom, Jordan Knight, Katherine Guthrie, Pierce Guthrie,            
Nathan Cole, John A. Malley-Garza, Benjamin McCombs, Gabriel Leite,                    

Blake Henderson Jr., David Allen Slockett, Bryson Henderson,                   
Brady Bevard, Peter Buckley (Johnson) 

Please pray for those celebrating their Anniversary: 

John & Arlene De Broske, Steve & Beth Hatcher 

and Birthday: 

Margaret Powell, Audra Botwin, Mike Powell,                           
Marilyn Miller, Barbara Popejoy 

Remembering Those Have Died 
Connie DiBenedetto 
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We were Blessed to have the                      
Episcopal Diocese of Arizona                              
Archdeacon Amy Bryan give the Homily 
at Gaudete Sunday Mass. If you missed 
it, you can still view it on our Face-
book or YouTube pages! 

 

 

The Church Office will be closed                      
December 26th to December 28th and 
December 30th to January 1st.  

May all the joys and goodness 
of  God be yours this                      

Christmas and in the coming 
new year. 
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Christmas Choir Concert and Sing-A Long 

We had a beautiful and FUN Christmas Concert and Sing-Along this 
past Saturday. Music by our esteemed choir, bell choir and a guest                   
appearance by one of  our talented parishioners. The congregation and 
members of  the community joined in for the second half. The event was 
followed by a reception in Maitland Hall.  
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We had a wonderful turn-out for the Reception after the Choir                   
Concert last Saturday! 
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Altar Flower Dedications ! 
Our Altar Flower Dedication Program is taking altar flower dedications for 2025! 
the new sign up sheet is  posted in Maitland Hall! Our beautiful Altar flowers are 
arranged by our Flower Guild but sponsored by our members in celebration for 
birthdays, anniversaries, and in memory of  loved ones. Our Flower Guild works 

hard to keep the costs low but we are encouraging a donation of  $50 when                          
sponsoring flowers.  Donors are encouraged to let the office know the occasion so 

we can include the information in the Sunday Bulletin.  
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JMJ 

Good Shepherd of the Hills 
Episcopal Church 

6502 East Cave Creek Rd. 
 Cave Creek 85331 

 
The Rev. Kim J. Litsey, Rector 

 
Office 

   Phone: 480.488.3283  
Email: goodshepherdaz@msn.com 

Office Hours Monday- Thursday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm Closed Friday  

Visit our website at www.goodshepherdaz.org 
All music reprinted in this bulletin is authorized  and reported under  

CCLI License No. 344679 AND One License 711800 

Good Shepherd of the Hills 
2024 Vestry Members 

 
 Senior Warden                                                                 Junior Warden 

 Beth Hatcher                                                       Mark Spolarich 

                       Dave Cantelme 

                                                  Cynthia Farlow                          

                                                  Bobbie MacKenzie 

                                                     Bob Pope                                                   
                                

    Treasurer                                                                          Clerk 

    Ed Simpson                                           Barbara Popejoy 

You may make a donation  

Good Shepherd of  the Hills QR Code 


