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Fr. John’s Musings
We are Getting There… God Willing and the Creek Don’t Rise!
It looks like we will be able to open the church in October for limited
services. This is not going to be like anything any of us have seen or done
before and we are going to need folks to step up and help with this. A
detailed list of requirements and volunteer opportunities will be sent out
shortly. Please consider assisting with this so that we can worship
together again.
There is so much going on that it is hard to keep track of it all but we
will try. We have come up with many educational and/or spiritual
offerings to keep you involved and progressing in your faith walks. We
also ask that if any of you have ideas to let us know. Someone suggested a
mid-week early Morning Prayer Service which I would gladly do if there is
enough interest. I rise very early so no time is out of the question. We
now offer the return of Centering Prayer, Engaging with Scripture, and an
Evening Compline Service along with the popular “Coffee with Mary”
time. For those unfamiliar with Compline, it is a short, quiet prayer
service that is a really nice way to end your day. Please give it a try. With
many choices, hopefully you can find the right opportunity for you.
Suffice it to say that studies of the bible, prayer and meditation, and
worshiping together enhance all of us and increase our exposure to the
Holy Spirit.
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The Diocese will also be holding our yearly Convention in October and we
are well represented in this church to serve and vote on important issues.
This will be held on Zoom this year so it will be both challenging and
interesting.
The Gold Mine can finally reopen, initially on a limited basis and then
completely very soon after.
Vestry is back in session and please look for reports from every meeting so
that everyone knows what is going on. Honesty and transparency is what
we strive for everyday in the operations of this church.
That wraps it up for now. Please be mindful that due to the vagaries of the
virus, we must stay flexible as cases rise and fall. This is far from over and
we must accept that it will never return to the way it was. We trust God to
lead us and will adapt as necessary. Blessings and Love, Fr. John+

The Passing of Fr. Glenn Jenks
We are heartbroken over the loss of our beloved
Father Glenn but find comfort in knowing he is with
the God he loves so much. Please continue praying for
Sue and their family during this difficult time. We will
send out more information as it becomes available.
Life is good. It’s not easy. But it’s good! It is good
because of good friends, true love, and God. He
created life and said it was very very good.
–Quote by Fr. Glenn Jenks June 2020

A Collect from Trinity Episcopal Church
Swanton, Vermont

God, who is the giver of every good gift, you are ever present in our
lives and in the world. You act through us, your people, to care for and
provide for everyone.
We pray for the courage to break out of our insecurity and fear
around money as we deepen our understanding of our relationship to
you and how we use our financial resources to do your work in the
world.
We pray these things that we might know you better, that you will
increase our desire and ability to give and help others through
ministry and friendship and to gratefully commit ourselves to the
work you have given us to do. Amen
Submitted by Barbara Popejoy

Thank you to Elayne Kitchen
for having these beautiful
note cards made and donating
them to the church. We can’t
wait to put them to use!

Endeavor In-Home Care
Do you want to make a difference and help others? The seniors in our
community need your help now more than ever! Endeavor In-Home Care helps
seniors enjoy their golden years in the comfort of their own homes by
providing assistance with things like bathing, dressing, grooming, light
housekeeping, meal prep, and companionship. If you’re interested, give us a
call at 480-798-7975 or visit our website at www.EndeavorHomeCare.com.
Kristie Ramage
Endeavor Home Care Group
EndeavorHomeCare.com
EndeavorTI.com

We have new flags at the
church!
Thanks to Don Robbins
for coming out and
replacing our flags!

Parishioner's Creative Space

God's Wife

IT WILL KNOCK YOUR SOCKS OFF
Author and lecturer Leo Buscaglia once

Talked about a contest he was asked to judge
The purpose of the
Contest was to find the most caring child.
The winner was:

1. A four-year-old child, whose next door
neighbor was an elderly gentleman, who had recently lost his
wife. Upon seeing the man cry, the little boy went into the old
Gentleman's' yard, climbed onto his lap, and just sat there.
When his mother asked him what he had
said to the neighbor, the little boy just said, 'Nothing, I just
Helped him cry.'
*********************************************
2. Teacher Debbie Moon's first graders were
discussing a picture of a family. One little boy in the picture
had a different hair color than the other members. One of her
students suggested that he was adopted.
A little girl said, 'I know all about
Adoption, I was adopted..'
'What does it mean to be adopted?', asked
another child.
'It means', said the girl, 'that you grew
in your mommy's heart instead of her tummy!'
************************ *********************
3.
On my way home one day, I stopped to
watch a Little League baseball game that was being played in a
park near my home. As I sat down behind the bench on the firstbase line, I asked one of the boys what the score was
'We're behind 14 to nothing,' he answered
With a smile.
'Really,' I said. 'I have to say you
don't look very discouraged.'
'Discouraged?', the boy asked with a
Puzzled look on his face...
'Why should we be discouraged? We haven't
Been up to bat yet.'
*********************** **********************

CONT.

4. Whenever I'm disappointed with my spot
in life, I stop and think about little Jamie Scott.
Jamie was trying out for a part in the
school play. His mother told me that he'd set his heart on being
in it, though she feared he would not be chosen.
On the day the parts were awarded, I went
with her to collect him after school. Jamie rushed up to her,
eyes shining with pride and excitement.. 'Guess what, Mom,' he
shouted, and then said those words that will remain a lesson to
me....'I've been chosen to clap and cheer.'
*********************************************
5. An eye witness account from New York City, on a cold day in December,
some years ago: A little boy,
about 10-years-old, was standing before a shoe store on the
roadway, barefooted, peering through the window, and shivering
With cold.
A lady approached the young boy and said,
'My, but you're in such deep thought staring in that window!'
'I was asking God to give me a pair of
shoes,'was the boy's reply.
The lady took him by the hand, went into
the store, and asked the clerk to get half a dozen pairs of socks
for the boy She then asked if he could give her a basin of water
and a towel. He quickly brought them to her.
She took the little fellow to the back
part of the store and, removing her gloves, knelt down, washed
his little feet, and dried them with the towel.
By this time, the clerk had returned with
the socks.. Placing a pair upon the boy's feet, she purchased him
a pair of shoes..
She tied up the remaining pairs of socks
and gave them to him.. She patted him on the head and said, 'No
doubt, you will be more comfortable now.'
As she turned to go, the astonished kid
caught her by the hand, and looking up into her face, with tears
in his eyes, asked her.
'Are you God's wife?'

*********************************************

Submitted by Elayne Kitchen

In partnership with the church renovations Father John has asked the children
of Good Shepherd to help by decorating the library with your original artwork.
All artwork needs to be 8 by 10 and can be any medium you want- a
watercolor painting, an acrylic painting, mixed media etc.! Please think of a
theme that is centered around your favorite Bible story, a message of hope or
faith, or something Good Shepherd themed. We will be getting each art
submission framed and it will be lovingly displayed in the library.
We ask that all art is sent to the church office or dropped off by October 1st.
If you have any questions, please email Ashley Phillips
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Jarrod has a new email! Please use jarrodp@msn.com going forward!

YOUTH MINISTRY
The Youth Group has been enjoying their time as
servants in our community. We have maintained
our helping weekly with the Foothills Food Bank,
including the new drive up to donate on first
Tuesdays. We also have helped with the monthly
St. Vincent de Paul sandwich making and the
dropping off of sandwiches downtown for dinner!
Please see the attached link with the needs for
the Foothills Food bank and consider grabbing
some things for them on your next shopping trip!
They are also having an online Empty Bowl
project through October 16th if you would like to
support them in that way.
www.foothillsfoodbank.com
They are also having an
online Empty Bowl
project through if you
would like to support
them in that way
We are also keeping in touch through the word and prayer each and every Sunday at
4 on Zoom with our Youth Ministry service. We are excited to see our regular youth
group members and to have welcomed some new students too. We can't wait to be
together to worship once again in person- but for now appreciate the time with one
another each week.
The new school semester has been going well and the students are adjusting to the
many new challenges. I have been helping volunteer in anyway I can help with the
school and be a blessing to the students. I am hoping to see more volunteers wanting
to help with different needs serving students. I’m excited with plans of the peanut
butter and jelly ministry serving our students Lunch on the second Tuesday of every
month. Some urgent needs are birthday cards for students, Taking care of the
planters, helping with the recycle, Guest speakers. Right now they are in urgent need
for a geology teacher. This is a Great opportunity to spend time with our youth in our
community and be a blessing.
-Jarrod Phillips
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