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Missional Vision of Good Shepherd of the Hills
Good Shepherd of the Hills brings the love and light of Jesus to our neighbors in the Foothills
Community, so that they may know Him and be brought into the fellowship of His Church.
Imagine what Good Shepherd, the people and her facilities, could look like if we’re all we
can be as servants to God’s people? Perhaps we’d see senior citizens playing cards together,
having stimulating conversations with one another, being together so they’re not alone. We’d
see children and youth enjoying summer camp, Bible studies; we’d see our kitchen in use as
volunteers prepare food for the hungry; we’d hear people talking about a multitude of topics as
we learn and study together; we’d hear people laughing as they enjoy Trivia Night in Maitland
Hall. Just imagine!
A special ministry meeting of the Vestry was held on May 11th for the purpose of
brainstorming Vestry submitted ideas, for the use of Good Shepherd’s facilities, as we slowly
emerge from the pandemic restrictions. The Vestry was responding to the question: “Think of
one innovative way your church could use its facilities, perhaps something that has never been
done,” which comes from a book we are studying. Four overarching focus areas emerged from
the ideas submitted: senior citizens, children/youth, community work, and spiritual
formation. These four focus areas align with the Ezekiel Project and other former studies which
have taken place at Good Shepherd.
Members then volunteered to take on a specific focus area. They will be putting flesh on
these ideas by calling on volunteers from the parish to participate in the ministry opportunities,
and will be speaking to the community to determine specific needs and desires within each
focus area. We are intentionally working to live into Good Shepherd’s Missional Vision. The
Vestry asks you to join us as we continue to live into our missional vision as the hands, feet, and
heart of Christ within our walls and to our neighbors.
Please contact me, Beth Hatcher, should you wish to know more or would like to partner
with the Vestry at the infancy planning stages.

Beth Hatcher, Senior Warden
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Bishop Reddall Visit!
We were so blessed to have had Bishop
Reddall visit our church and host the
Sunday Morning Service via Zoom from
our offices! Afterwards the Bishop met
with the Vestry and hosted a special
in-person Sunday Prayer Service for
them.
Picture of the Bishop Reddall, Nathan Reddall,
Father John Christopher and Star.

Easter Sunday
Services
We held two services for Easter, one in
the church and one in the courtyard!
Even though we reached a record high
temperature of 95 degrees so many came
out to celebrate the day with us.
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Native American Council Report
Background
The Episcopal Diocese of Arizona supports the work and mission of the Native American
Council and through the work of the Council, seeks to form partnerships with the various
tribes within the Diocesan boundaries. The Bishop has requested that all congregations
have a “Recognition of the Land” prayer included in the Prayers of the People. Bishop
Reddall would like for congregations to be intentional in their remembrances of the
peoples who lived on the same lands upon which we have built churches.
Diocesan Council meetings tend to be quarterly and include an annual retreat. Prior to
the pandemic, quarterly meetings were held at various churches around Arizona. These
meetings include prayer, congregational reports, lunch, and sometimes a tour of a
museum or garden. We seek to partner with other churches as we are all interested in
developing relationships with our Native American brothers and sisters.
Myself, Beth and Barbara are all members of the Episcopal Council of Native American
Ministries working in our diocese.

Partnerships
The Native American Council members of Good Shepherd have recently begun a
partnership with the Whiteriver Unified School District on the White Mountain Apache
Indian Reservation. A flyer explaining the Literacy Program Fundraiser was sent to the
congregation the week of April 18, 2021. Our work ties to Good Shepherd’s expressed
desires to assist with the elderly and youth. The Native American elders and youth have
dire needs and we are grateful to have the opportunity to partner with Native Health and
the White Mountain Apache Tribe.

Update! The Whiteriver Unified School District Literacy
Fundraiser has come to a close and we are happy to report our
church raised enough for the school district to purchase the
books! Thank you to everyone who donated and made it
possible for these students to develop their reading skills
through the Districts Summer Literacy Program!
CONT.

Native Health

We have recently partnered with Church of the Nativity, Scottsdale on a project with Native
Health. Native Health is a non-profit organization in Phoenix that serves the 90-120,000 Native
Americans, who live in the Phoenix area, with medical assistance, a food bank, mental health
issues, a community garden and many other needed services.
For the month of April, Good Shepherd and Nativity were able to supply the Senior Food Project
with funds to purchase food for their seniors. It was an urgent request as the funds for the
seniors were depleted. This was a wonderful opportunity to help those in urgent need.
We are hoping to be able to continue to assist this very needed program with additional
assistance from another church partner in the area to lessen the load on individual churches. We
would be happy to discuss this program and the possibilities it offers us for outreach.

- Respectfully submitted by Beth Hatcher, Liz Northcott and Barbara Popejoy, Native American
Council Members

We are asking for your donations again and are hoping you can open your heart
once more!
As you know, NATIVE HEALTH is a non-profit organization based in Phoenix. They offer many
services, but we are particularly interested in helping the seniors with a monthly FOOD BOX
PROGRAM, which is based on healthy foods, particularly proteins such as peanut butter, canned
tuna, salmon, chicken, lite spam, beans - all low sodium if possible. Additionally, they also
need whole-wheat tortillas, Fiber One bars, Campbell's soup - low sodium and low fat, Lipton's
powder or tea bag ice tea (sugar free).
We also would like to collect socks for male/females, needed for the diabetic seniors.
Crossword puzzle books, puzzles of 500/1000 pieces all needed to keep them busy.
The existing program has run out of funds and help is really needed.
We are collecting again on the table in Maitland Hall and would really appreciate your
help. Donations are also very welcome enabling Native Health to purchase the other items
needed, a check should be made out to Native Health.
If you have any questions regarding this request or more information on this organization,
please call:
Liz Northcott, Vestry Member

First Sunday First Food
Thank you to everyone who continues to support Foothills Food Bank
through our First Sunday First Food drive every month. Jarrod will be ready
to help with your donations on Sunday June 6th, we hope to see you there!

Our Sandwich Ministry is going strong and has been able to provide 1147
Sandwich/Meals to St. Vincent de Paul year to date. They could not do this without
your support of the program and the help of the students at Bella Vista Academy. See
below for just a sampling of those who made it out to one of the donation drives! June
8th will be the next donation drive date, mark your calendars and we will see you then!

Bella Vista
Academy
Students

The Gold Mine reopened and resumed their regular hours. Business has been
booming and they plan to stay open the entire summer! Thanks to all the
staff and volunteers for all their hard work in getting the store back open!

Pictures of
just a few
of the
Employees
and
Volunteers
that make
the Gold
Mine
successful!

The Gold Mine is in
need of your gently
used donations!

The Gold Mine outreach in Action!

Each week the Gold Mine
donates Children’s items
(clothes, toys, and books) to
Sister Ruth for the children of
the San Carlos Apache Tribe.

Volunteer Loretta Fox picks up the items from the
Gold Mine and meets Sister Ruth in Phoenix. The
donations are then taken back to the reservation to
be given away free of charge to those in need via
the St. Charles Free Flea Market.

The San Carlos Apache
Reservation is located east of
Phoenix and consists of 1.9
million acres of desert land. It is
home to approximately 16000
Apache Tribe Members and is
one of the poorest Native
American Communities in the
United States; About 46% of the
people on the reservation are
living beneath the poverty line.
Donations from the Gold Mine

St Charles Church

Picture of Sister Ruth

Mark your calendars for Vacation Bible
School! We are excited to announce that we
will be having VBS this summer. VBS will be
held the week of July 12th. We can’t wait to
share the love of Jesus through Bible stories,
games, music, and crafts. Please watch for
more details to come soon.
Due to the changes in Zoom
services for the main service, we
are going to be changing our
Zoom Sunday school times
effective Sunday, May 9th.
Please join us on Zoom for Sunday
school each week at 11:30.
We look forward to seeing you
there!

-Ashley Phillips

The Youth Ministry has been continually growing and pointing kids to Christ. We have
been enjoying meeting many new students on Sundays. Some of our activities have
been eating pizza at Barro's, hiking Spur Cross and getting lunch after, hiking the
Desert Hills trailhead, visiting the Desert Awareness Park, and walking around Old
Town Cave Creek. With the COVID limitations, we have been trying to establish safe
boundaries but continually meet. We are so glad to get back to the routine of
fellowship on Sundays and have enjoyed watching our youth come back in force to
Good Shepherd.
We are excited to celebrate our graduating seniors this
May as well. We are so proud of their accomplishments.
*Matthew Madden is graduating from Cactus Shadows
and will be headed to ASU to attend the Barrett Honors
College

2021

*Ashley Elam is graduating from Bella Vista College
Prep and is headed to the Navy in June
*Viktor Kraft is graduating from Bella Vista College Prep
and is pursuing a career with the National Forest
Service

We are preparing for our return to Chapel Rock this
June and have heard Good Shepherd has the
LARGEST group of students going this summer and
we hope to have more students join us! Nine
students and the leaders will be headed to Prescott
the week of June 6th. We ask for your prayers for our
students as this is such an exciting time and the first
time many will be traveling since COVID.
Please pray for the safety, health, and wellbeing of our group of campers. Please also
pray that this time is a blessing for them to unplug, reconnect with Jesus, and reconnect
with one another after such a difficult year. Since we are unable to have our car wash
fundraiser this year- please contact the church office if you would like to contribute to
supporting the Chapel Rock scholarship fund for our students or contact me if you would
like to donate some snacks or drinks for the campers to have when the hall isn't open.
Don't forget the youth group will be at Good Shepherd on Sunday, June 6th for First
Sunday First Food. Bring your collections with you to the service and we will load them
and get them to the Foothills Food Bank. Bella Vista is also going to be collecting food to
join in our support for FFB.
-Jarrod Phillips
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