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Fr. John’s Musings
Well… it’s hot!!
This issue of the Voice speaks for itself so my column is short and sweet. It is so
apparent the Holy Spirit is at work in our church, as you will see in this issue. We
have upped our game in so many crucial areas and we will continue to do so
throughout the rest of this year. Our combined efforts in serving so many in need
have been the true definition of living the Gospel. Between our giving to the
Apache Nation, the Sandwich Ministry, and the Food Bank, we are making a
difference in both our local and State communities. God is well pleased I believe.
Thanks to everyone who has given so much and let’s keep it going.
There are many new and revised programs starting soon and include: a new Zoom
time with Mary Pierce called, “Coffee with Mary” starting next week. Anyone can
join and this is a time to simply share how everyone is doing within their own
world. Centering Prayer will be offered on Zoom as will a weekly Bible Study, just
to name a few. Join in, get involved, and reach out to others and me to voice
your ideas, concerns, and/or just to socialize.
Please stay safe, take good care, and Blessings to all,
Fr.John+
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
“Imagine. Just imagine what our faith communities might be and do if our notions of
“success” were measured by our ability and capacity to give rather than accumulate,
if we saw the world as a place where we could share the abundance with which God
has blessed us, if our experience of being blessed was grounded in our practice of
generosity. Just imagine.”
Vestry Resource Guide
I am very excited to share with you information regarding Good Shepherd’s newly
formed Stewardship Ministry. Ministry members include Barbara Popejoy, Mary Pierce,
Father John, and me, Beth Hatcher. When members of a church think of stewardship,
money is the first thing that typically comes to mind. The members of this Ministry are
looking to the life of Jesus as our guide. How did Jesus use his time? How did he use
the talents of a disparate group of ruffians to carry forth his mission? What was this
mission? What did Jesus have to say about money which can guide us today? It is a
holistic approach to stewardship. A way of being, a way of living, a way of managing
all God has provided and entrusted to us. A way of love.
You might notice we refer to the work of this body as a ministry rather than a
committee. Ministries include disciples who give of themselves for others. The
Stewardship Ministry has agreed upon the following mission statement to guide our
work: We are building a Christ-centered community by joyfully welcoming, praying,
learning, giving, and serving.
In our chats with parishioners, common themes have emerged. We’ve discovered
people who are lonely, isolated, frightened, hurt, sad, angry, despondent. We see the
need to bind our congregation together, heal the wounds, support one another,
become the Good Shepherd family, once again. The Stewardship Ministry will be
partnering with Good Shepherd to provide the much needed balm and fellowship,
particularly in these unsettling times, by offering small group zoom gatherings. You
can look forward to seeing specific offerings in the very near future.
The Stewardship Ministry invites all of you to join us on this journey as we learn how to
live into the divine which resides in each of us. No prerequisites required: come as you
are.
For His Sake,
Your Stewardship Ministry

White Mountain Apache Tribe Donation Drive
Thank you to all that participated in the White Mountain Apache Tribe Donation Drive!
The White Mountain Apache tribe was reported as having the highest number of positive
cases per capita of any tribe in AZ. They were struggling to care for the high number of
individuals infected and those who were in quarantine. Shortages of much needed items
such as water, non-perishable food items and cleaning products led The Rev. Canon
Debbie Royals, Canon for Native American Ministry at the Episcopal Diocese of Arizona to
put out the call for help! A multi-church donation drive was set up with Good Shepherd of
the Hills being the drop off site. Our first “Fill the Truck” event was so successful the rental
truck was filled by noon and Maitland Hall was overflowing with donations. Additional shout
outs to Jarrod Phillips and the volunteers from the Youth Group for braving the 116-degree
weather sorting, boxing, unloading and loading, and Beth & Stephen Hatcher for driving
the rental truck up north on 2 weekends to deliver all the donations!

(CONT.)

The Venerable Sarah Getts, Parish Deacon at St.
Barnabas & Archdeacon of Diocese of Arizona

Parishioners from Nativity stopping by to drop off
their donations.

Neil and Monte drove all the way from
Prescott to drop off St Luke’s Episcopal
Church’s donations!

Parishioner's Creative Space
Several years ago, when the previous Rector first came on board, I wrote periodic brief
articles for the “Voice” until he got his feet on the ground. I enjoyed writing about my faith
because it means so much to me. Those who know me also know that St. Paul is one of my
favorite scripture writers, and one of my all-time favorites that I loved reading to you in
years past as a lector is this one from Romans, sometimes called Guidelines for Christian
Living.
Let your love be genuine; hate what is evil and hold fast to what is good;
Love one another with mutual affection and outdo one another in showing honor.
Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord.
Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering and persevere in prayer.
Contribute to the needs of the saints, extend hospitality to strangers.
Bless those who persecute you, bless and do not curse them.
Rejoice with those who rejoice and weep with those who weep.
Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly,
Do not claim to be wiser than you are.
Do not repay anyone evil for evil but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all.
If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.
Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God,
For it is written, “vengeance is mine, I will repay says the Lord.”
No, “if your enemy is hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink;

For by doing this you will heap burning coals (shame) on their heads.”
Do not be overcome by evil but overcome evil by doing good.
Romans 12:9-21
Tony Kulina
July 2020

Coffee with Mary
You’re invited!
Zoom meeting to get together with each other and discuss our many
blessings and tribulations. Just all about sharing. During the pandemic
I know how hard it is to be isolated and alone. Desperate feelings
appear one never knew they had. But, if one steps back and can voice
their fears and joys to someone it is helpful. God is always listening…
I hope we can get together in this manner even if it is by Zoom. I
would like to do Tuesdays if we can all agree that is a good date. I
think 10 am. Starting the 25th and Kristine in the office would be
happy to help anyone with a Zoom issue.
I would appreciate knowing who is interested or if you would like to
suggest a different day or hour, please contact me.
-Mary Pierce

In case, you missed it!
We began offering Holy Communion beginning this past Sunday! You can stop by Maitland Hall to pick up a
consecrated communion (grape juice with host) to follow along with Father John during our Sunday
Morning Prayer Service. If you are unable to join us on Sunday Morning via Zoom or Facebook, you can
also come and pick up the consecrated Eucharist to take with you, along with a prayer card, so that you
can receive when you are able.
The consecrated Eucharist can be picked up this week Monday thru Thursday from 9 am to 3 pm in
Maitland Hall. Please Note: If you need a Gluten Free version, please contact the office so that one can
be prepared for you.

Tips to ensure easy opening:
1) Open Host
The custom designed prefilled cup has a clear film top that noticeably reveals the Host
compartment. Lift the film to open and receive your host.
(Hint: Bending the tab downward to snap will release the airtight
seal on the film and make the edge very easy to find and open.)
2) Open Juice
Open the cup by peeling back the pre-cut tab on the foil seal
to drink the juice.

We were so happy to be able to send our VBS bags home with children and families this July. We sent
bags to 12 families and 30 children through the generosity of ECS and Good Shepherd. Each bag had a
"handbook" for each day of the week. It contained the readings, a link to music and movement, directions
for the projects, and snack directions. We were able to include all of the needed materials and supplies so
the week was done for families.
The feedback was awesome! The families were so excited to sit down with their children or grandchildren
and complete the activities as a family. From suncatchers to inspirational bracelets to rainbow sprinkled
pretzels and M&M's- the kids had a blast. The children decided on a rainbow theme and we feel our
theme of "VBS at Home 2020- A Week Filled with God's Hope and Promises" was felt through the happy
faces in the pictures.

-Ashley Phillips

-Ashley Phillips

YOUTH MINISTRY
URGENT ITEMS NEEDED!
Sugar
Liquid Sanitizer
Hand Sanitizer
Sanitizer Wipes

During this time the youth group and students
are staying busy while serving others! Each
week we are helping the Foothills Food Bank
with donations and have students making
blessing bags for those in need. We also have
been helping prepare bagged sandwiches and
lunches for the Sandwich Ministry and are in
charge of taking the boxed up lunches down to
St. Vincent de Paul each month.

Jelly
Bottled Juice
Cream Soup
Canned Fruit
August Total Sack Lunches

We have had the pleasure of helping to sort, box, and load the moving truck for all of the
donations for the White Mountain Apache tribe and will be doing so again this week.

We also have been meeting weekly on Zoom to
catch up, read the scriptures, and pray for one
another. We ask for you continual prayers for all
of our students- whether they are returning in
person or virtually! Thank you.

-Jarrod Phillips
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