Join us this Sunday for a celebration and
blessing of students and school staff! The
service will followed by a BBQ in the
courtyard/ Maitland Hall. Bring your kids,
grandkids, neighbors and let us celebrate
them, as they get ready to start the new
school year.

Last week our
Tutoring Ministry
resumed in Maitland
Hall. This is the start
of their 10th Year!

Good Shepherd Update
Sunday, 8-21-2022

The Vestry doesn’t hold meetings in July and August but there is plenty to update you on.
Our ministries have been growing and people are energized and enthusiastic about what Good
Shepherd can be for ourselves and those outside our walls. You may recall that our four main ministry
areas are Children and Youth, Community, Senior Citizens, and Spiritual Formation.
The Children and Youth Ministries and formulating ideas to host events which will attract families
who have teens and young children.
Thanks to a suggestion from Erica Richardson, we are now collecting school supplies, year round, to
donate to schools in the Cave Creek Unified School District to be distributed mid-term when students
tend to run out of supplies. Please pick up notebooks, pencils, pens, erasers, etc. when you’re out
and about and drop off in the collection basket in the back of the narthex and in Maitland Hall.
Through the Gold Mine outreach proceeds, Good Shepherd is once again donating $5,000, for a
literacy drive to the Whiteriver Unified School District on the White Mountain Apache Reservation.
The District’s goal is to place one literature book into the hands of all ~2400 students.
I attended the Council for Native American Ministries this weekend and reported Good Shepherd’s
outreach as it pertains to the Native Americans in AZ. It was suggested that more churches assist
Good Shepherd in supporting this school district. We recognize that education is a gateway to a better
and independent life where the cycle of poverty can be broken by empowering students to becoming
responsible citizens within their communities. You may recall that in collaboration with the Episcopal
Council for Native American Ministries, Good Shepherd conducted a statewide food and clothing drive
where two U-Hauls delivered the provisions to the White Mountain Apache reservation during the
Covid lockdown.
The newly formed Community Events Ministry is fully engaged under the leadership of Ann
Spolarich and Lynn Walsh. As a result of this ministry, Kimberly Bianco will be offering an Al-Anon
program set to begin this fall. The County Department of Health has identified alcoholism as one of
the top three problems in the Northern area. The addition of Al-Anon will be an appropriate
accompaniment to AA which we currently offer. Angela Ajamie and Erica Richardson will be offering
an autism support group in partnership with Gina Durbin from Neighbors in Need. Neighbors in
Need is very excited to work with Good Shepherd in this endeavor as it addresses needs which many
families face and of which there is currently a gap for this service in our area. Both Al-Anon and the
autism support group would be offered to the community. Other activities have been offered up for
discussion and they are currently in the discussion phase.
The Hispanic Ministry in collaboration with our neighbors next door will be celebrating El Dia de los
Muertos and Las Posadas once again.
Cont.

The Tutoring Ministry resumed this past Thursday with three students in attendance, and we expect to
have at least two more join our group. Good Shepherd has been providing homework help to the
neighbor children for 10 years. You may have seen one of our former students, Jessica Robles, featured
in a recent newsletter as she celebrated her graduation from University in Mexico. Jessica graduated
with a law degree and intends to become an ambassador.
Senior Citizens - Foothills Caring Corps would like to work with Good Shepherd as we seek to provide
enjoyable events for the senior citizens in the Foothills area. The Library offers senior based classes so
Good Shepherd can offer opportunities to gather and fellowship and just have some good old fashioned
fun.
Good Shepherd, through the Gold Mine outreach proceeds to Native Health, has donated money to
provide food boxes to urban Native American senior citizens. The Episcopal Council for Native American
Ministries in AZ and Native Health is very appreciative of all the help Good Shepherd has extended to
our Native brothers and sisters.
Spiritual Formation – Good Shepherd continues to offer Centering Prayer live on Saturday mornings at
9:00 and via Zoom on Wednesdays at 9:30. Should you like more information, please contact the church.
Father Jackson is providing a weekly Gospel study every Wednesday from 5:00-6:00. We read a portion
of the Gospel and are invited to ask questions and share our thoughts and opinions. All are welcome.
List of existing Ministries:
1. Liturgical support
-Altar Guild
-Music ministry which includes the newly formed Bell Choir
-Flower Guild
-Ushers
-Card Ministry
2. Outreach
-Sandwich Ministry
-Food Bank Collection
-Knitted Caps and Hats Ministry
-Native American Ministry
-Hispanic Ministry-Tutoring & celebrations & services
-Centering Prayer & Bible Study
-AA
-The Gold Mine
Upcoming:
 Stewardship under the leadership of Rob Jenkins
 Campus Safety-Father Jackson, Bob Pope, Don Robbins and I will be meeting with the church
insurance representative to discuss a campus safety plan.

We will have a memorial service celebrating the life of The Rev.
Herman Jonas on Saturday, September 10, 2022 at 11:00 a.m.
Rev. Jonas passed on to his heavenly home on July 21. A
reception will take place following the service in Maitland Hall.

SPIRITUAL GIFTS WORKSHOP
Spiritual Gifts are given to all of us by God. Using these gifts to develop an active ministry with our
church community can be a powerful experience. Learning about our Spiritual Gifts is a process of
personal discovery and allows us to focus on who we are as gifted and empowered persons of God.
On Saturday, September 17 at 9:30 a.m. in Maitland Hall, Diocesan Canon Cathy Black will be joining us
for a workshop to help us in discerning our Spiritual Gifts. During this workshop, Canon Black will guide
us as we complete a Spiritual Gifts Inventory. Through a group activity, she will help us identify how we
can best use our gifts within the ministries that our church is involved with currently. She will also
explore with us opportunities that our church may dream of doing.
This workshop is not about seeing what you are good at so that you can be pressured to volunteer. It is
about working together to discern how to do God’s will in the way that is best suited to who we are as
unique and beloved individuals joined in community.
Refreshments will be available, so we need to know how many folks will be there. Please call or write to
me, or the church office (goodshepherdaz@msn.com or 480-488-3283), and let us know that you will be
attending this great growth opportunity.
Your brother in Christ,
Fr. Jackson

Back to school but also school throughout the
year: Kids need supplies – pens, pencils, paper,
notebooks, back packs, and so on – and Good Shepherd
wants to help provide supplies throughout the school
year, especially after winter break, when kids are in
need of replenishing their supplies. Please bring
donations of any or all of the above with you Sunday
mornings before Church and place them in the
collection box in the narthex. Working with the Cave
Creek Unified School District, we will make sure your
donations are distributed to kids in need within the
district.
- Church and Community Events Ministry

Reminder!
We are taking donations for the Food Bank every Sunday all
month long. To participate bring one food item with you to
church each Sunday! We have set up two baskets in the
Narthex to drop off you donations. Thank you in advance!

Reminder –
Stewardship

Ministry
The Stewardship Ministry needs you – Yes, You! - to take an active role in Good
Shepherd’s Stewardship Ministry. Our relationship with God is an affair of the heart
and soul, making how we give support to God’s work one of the most sensitive and
important of all considerations. This is especially important at this time when Good
Shepherd needs to be at its best to be an attractive home for our next Rector. We
believe you will find this experience pleasant, enlightening and quite rewarding.
Please joyfully express your interest to Rob Jenkins or the Office.

We are starting a new Food & Fellowship Ministry that will be in charge of refreshments following
worship and at ministry and community events on our campus. Please read the ministry profile in this
morning's announcements and, if the Holy Spirit moves you to offer your spiritual gifts to the success
of this vital ministry, contact the church office or Fr. Jackson.

FOOD & FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY OF GOOD SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Vision Statement
Our church is a place where worshippers can find comfort, love, and acceptance, along with personal
and spiritual sustenance. Our ministry vision is that of nourishing folks in our church facility through food
and fellowship.
Mission Statement
We serve all of God’s children who come to our campus for worship or other activities by preparing and
maintaining a welcoming place where we provide and share food and fellowship for the mind, body and
spirit, and in support of other ministries.
Ministry Activity
Our ministry takes responsibility for providing - and/or accepting from other church members - excellent,
creative, and inviting food and refreshments following worship services, as well as for church social and
other ministry activities – such as those of our Church & Community Events Ministry and others.
We serve as a “clearing house” for all activities on our campus that require food and other refreshments.
In that regard, we will, in advance of any such ministry or community group activity requiring food or
other refreshments, meet with such ministry or community group to properly coordinate the scheduling
and provision of food and other refreshments.
Ministry Membership
This ministry is open to anyone who worships at Good Shepherd, wishes to contribute to an environment
and experience that keeps people coming back to our church, and wishes to offer all a sense of belonging
by providing first-class, welcoming refreshments.
Ministry Leadership
The ministry leadership consists of a leader, who is supported by, and works with, a co-leader. After a
two - year period, the co-leader will become the leader.
The leadership will: recruit people for the ministry; handle scheduling of members for worship services
and other events; handle the coordination of events with other ministries and community groups;
schedule periodic ministry meetings; periodically report to the Vestry and Rector on ministry progress,
needs and budget requests; make oral or written reports and requests to the congregation as needed.

Each Wednesday at 5:00 p.m. in Maitland Hall, Fr. Jackson leads a bible study. We
are studying the Gospel of Matthew. If you would like to join in for our lively
study/discussion, please let the office know so that you can receive Fr. Jackson's
weekly emails detailing what will be covered.

Centering Prayer
Join us for Centering Prayer Wednesday’s at 9:30am via Zoom!

Centering Prayer is a receptive method of Christian silent prayer that prepares us to
receive the gift of contemplative prayer, prayer in which we experience God’s presence
within us, closer than breathing, closer than thinking, closer than consciousness itself.
Our prayer session will consist of an opening reading, a 20-minute silent meditation, a
spiritual video, and a brief closing discussion.
Join Zoom Meeting

If joining via Zoom.com
Click Join Meeting

If you do not have a computer, you can still join by phone
Dial
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