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On the land where Good Shepherd of the Hills is located, an Episcopal Church
has existed for sixty-two years.

How did we begin and what is the story of our

transformation from a small mission church to "The Little Church with the Big Heart?"
In 1947 Episcopalians living in the area of Cave Creek approached Bishop Arthur
Kinsolving II at the Trinity Cathedral in Phoenix with a request for a local church. On
December 7, 1947 a Preaching Station was opened in Cave Creek with a Sunday school
for local children. They met in the old Cave Creek School, also known as "Mrs. Elsie
Linn's School." The preaching station used the school building for church services for
the first three years and, although the service used was based upon the worship of the
Episcopal Church, all residents in the area were invited to attend.
When the former building of The
Assembly of God Church went on the
market in 1950 for $2,500, the community
of the preaching station worked together to
raise the funds to purchase it.

The

women's groups of the parish earned
money by giving breakfasts, dinners,
barbeques, dances and card parties, a local
brewing company pledged $250 to the
Building Fund, and many of the supply priests who came to serve at the preaching station
donated part of their fees to the cause. The co-owners of the
Rancho Manana Guest Ranch, Mr. and Mrs. Ted Loring, gave
the actual land site for the building to the parish. The building
was purchased, moved to the site and the members of the parish
worked together to decorate, paint and refurbish it. Its location
on Cave Creek Road offered easy access for the community.
A public service of Thanksgiving was held at the church
on Easter Sunday, 1950, and on December 3, 1950, Bishop
Kinsolving consecrated the Mission of the Good Shepherd of
the Hills. The Bishop assigned The Reverend Philip Nelson as Vicar. Father Nelson and
his wife chose the name of Good Shepherd of the Hills for the new church and that name
was accepted unanimously by the congregation. That building was the home for church
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services for the next 18 years until the present church was built in 1968 and consecrated
in 1969. At that time the historic church
was moved. No moving company would
touch it because they were afraid it would
fall apart, so three men from West Virginia
put logs under it and rolled it down the
wash. It became the Cave Creek Museum
for the next 17 years. When the new Cave
Creek Museum was built, the Black
Mountain Community Church used the
historic church until that congregation built a new church on Scottsdale Road in 2004. At
the present time, the building has been restored to a 1950's interior and it is currently
being used for programs of the Museum and is part of its permanent collection.
Before his death on May 15, 1952,
Father Nelson decided the church needed a
bell. He wrote to the president of the Santa
Fe Railroad and asked whether there was
an old engine bell available to be used as a
church bell. Several letters passed between
the railroad and Father Nelson until he
received the message that Santa Fe was
"most sympathetic with those missions in
what would be termed out of the way places where the congregations have shown
considerable fortitude in the erection of a church." An engine bell was sent to Phoenix by
train and delivered to the Mission by Reverend Nelson, his wife, Helen, and Reverend
William Van Wyck in the Nelson's car.

The cast-iron switch engine bell was

"monstrously heavy" and eventually it was mounted on a shortened telephone pole and
placed in front of the church. Today there is a bell in front of the old church at the Cave
Creek Museum and a bell in the tower of the Gold Mine. These bells appear to be
similar, but no one seems to know which bell the Santa Fe Railroad sent to Reverend
Nelson. This mystery may never be solved.
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As the parish grew, there was a need for a parish hall. In 1953 the women of the
church started to raise money for a parish hall building fund and plans were drawn up for
a building to be constructed in two stages--each the same size so they could be joined as
it became necessary. This new building would be used as a Sunday school and for
church social functions. In 1955 enough
funds were available and the first half of
the parish hall was built by members of
the congregation. It was named Nelson
Hall in honor of Philip Nelson, the first
Vicar of Good Shepherd. The building
faced Cave Creek Road and became a
social hall and community center for the town of Cave Creek. It was enlarged in 1960
and was used until it was replaced by Maitland Hall in 1974.
Father Nelson died in 1952 and from then until 1955 the Preaching Station
depended upon supply priests (the names of two of those priests from the records of the
diocese of Arizona are Frank M. Brunton and George E.
Wharton) and St. Andrew's Brotherhood. The Reverend
William Van Wyck supplied often during this time and in 1955
he became the second Vicar of Good Shepherd, serving until
1962. A letter he wrote in later years describes the period when
Nelson

Hall

was

enlarged:

"The women

wandered in and out with
food and drink. It took several months, but the
expense was minimal—and it was done with
community service in mind. To that I will swear in
court."
On January 1, 1962, The Reverend Lester J.
Maitland was installed as the first Rector of Good
Shepherd. He had been a Brigadier General in the
Army Air Corps and was famous for piloting the
first flight from California to Hawaii in 1927, the same year Charles Lindbergh flew
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across the Atlantic. In the mid-1950's, he began studying for the Episcopal priesthood in
Michigan and was ordained in 1956. During his tenure at Good Shepherd, the present
church was built. When it came time to
buy land for the permanent church
building behind the original site, Larrry
and Lil Bidwell were able to help
financially.

The sum of $5,000 was

raised for the site during financially
trying times.
The new church was designed to
reflect the Spanish-Pueblo heritage of the early Southwest and the church was
consecrated on December 31, 1968 by Bishop Joseph Harte.

Designed by Scottsdale

artist Francis Beaugureau, the architect was
Dean Galasco and the builder was Trilby
Gillespie.

The central feature of the

sanctuary was a bronze altar screen design
by Lee Porzio and executed by her
husband, Allan Ditson. The two bells in
the tower, which were donated by the
young artist, Alba Heywood III, in memory
of his grandmother, Bertha Hoag, are said
to be the oldest in North America.
According to a previous church history,
they were brought to Mexico from Spain
in 1351, and eventually ended up at San
Simeon, the Hearst estate, where they
were purchased by Mr. Heywood and
dedicated at the Easter service in 1969.
Tragically, Mr. Heywood could not attend the dedication service because on March 28 he
was overcome by smoke from a fire in his studio and did not recover. The bulletin from
the “Benediction of the Bells” states: “Old Spanish Bells are a gift of Alba S. Heywood
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III, in loving memory of his Grandmother, Bertha Alba Hoag. The third bell is given in
loving memory of Alba S. Heywood III, 1929-1969.” This explains why there are two
bells in the tower and a third above the balcony. Bishop Harte decided that since the
congregation had shown it could build and support the new church, Good Shepherd of the
Hills would no longer be a Mission and at the 1970 Diocesan Convention, the church
received full parish status.
During the years that Father Maitland served Good Shepherd, the Gold Mine
developed from the rummage sales of the 1950s and early 1960s into a thrift shop (see
addendum to this document for separate history). The Gold Mine was opened in 1967 in
a private home, and in 1968 it was moved to Nelson Hall. At that time it was run by St.
Martha's Guild, the women's organization at Good Shepherd which also put on annual
dinners for the parish and had a continuing program of Christian education for the women
of the church. The Altar Guild of Good Shepherd was originally a part of St. Martha's
Guild, but it began to function as a separate entity in 1959 and has been actively serving
the parish since that time. Father Maitland recruited
and trained acolytes, crucifers, lay readers and chalice
bearers. An adult choir was formed and a new organ
was purchased to replace the piano.
In December of 1971, Father Maitland retired
and The Reverend David Graham was installed as the
second Rector to serve Good Shepherd of the Hills on
January 15, 1972. As the church grew, Nelson Hall
was replaced with a larger parish hall in 1974 and it
was named Maitland Hall in honor of the previous rector. This larger building, located
near the new church, provided needed space for Sunday school classes and in 1976 Susan
Ernest reestablished the Sunday school. Plans had been drawn up for a new Gold Mine
to match the church building and Maitland Hall. In 1977 the old Nelson Hall was torn
down and a new building, lower in height and in a Spanish style was built for the Gold
Mine. As a result, the church was no longer hidden and it could be seen from Cave Creek
Road. In 2009, the Gold Mine was renovated once again and the old Santa Fe bell was
placed in the newly designed tower.
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The 1970's were a time of transition in the Episcopal Church and two articles in
the bulletins from 1976-77 reflect these changes:
"Forty-nine ballots, most of
them signed, were submitted in
the vote taken last Sunday on
the question: Should women be
ordained priest and bishop in the
Episcopal Church? The Tally:
18 yes, 31 no."
"Next Sunday we return to the
use of the 1928 Book of
Common Prayer for all of our
services after two months of
exploratory use of the Proposed BCP. It was interesting (because that's what's
happening in the Episcopal Church), sometimes a little confusing (because we
were not familiar with it), but it was really too short a time to discover the full
potential for worship that the Proposed Book offers."
Before Father Graham's retirement on June 6, 1982, discussions had begun for a
Memorial Garden or Columbarium to be constructed on the
west side of the church.

In August 1982, the church

selected The Reverend Canon Allen Bray III to be the third
rector of Good Shepherd and he was installed by Bishop
Heitstand. The Columbarium plans were accepted and the
first phase was
completed

in

1984. In 1987
Maitland Hall was enlarged to the north to
include individual areas for Sunday school
classes. Maitland Hall began to be used by
community groups and St. Martha's Guild
held their luncheon meetings there.

The

Sunday school had craft Saturdays several times a year and other groups such as bridge
groups

and

AA

began

to

use

the
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Hall

on

a

regular

basis.

In 1988 The Reverend Mikel McClain was
selected as Assistant Rector.

Father Bray retired in

January of 1989 and tragically took his own life later that
year. Father McClain was chosen to succeed him as the
fourth rector of Good Shepherd in June 1989.

After

several years as the rector, a significant amount of lay
dissatisfaction with his leadership developed and the
diocese became concerned about the lack of vestry
support for Father McClain. The diocese directed Good
Shepherd to alter their bylaws to read that anyone who
advocated the removal of the rector could not serve on the vestry. As a result, one
member of the vestry was removed. He left Good Shepherd and became the moving
force behind the formation of Christ Anglican Episcopal Church that is located several
miles from Good Shepherd on Cave
Creek Road.

Some members of Good

Shepherd left in protest and they met in
the old schoolhouse (the original church)
while Christ Church was being built in
the mid-1990s.
During Father McClain's tenure,
the second and third phases of the
Columbarium were completed. In September of 1999, a Van Daalen Pipe Organ was
dedicated at Good Shepherd of the Hills. The pipes and
cabinetry were hand-made in the Netherlands and Jan Van
Daalen did the assembling and voicing of the organ after
church members helped to unload it from its shipping
container. In September, 2002, an Enhancement Project was
completed which included the remodeling of Maitland Hall,
the addition of a playground with equipment for young
children and the expansion of the Gold Mine.
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In March, 2000, Mother Paulette Schiff joined the parish as Father McClain’s
assistant and she served until January, 2002. The early months of 2002 were a stressful
time for Good Shepherd that ultimately led to the departure of Father McClain. The
conflict revolved around a plan that would involve Good Shepherd in the development of
a new congregation to be located in North Scottsdale. At this time the church was
involved in the Enhancement Project and
parishioners had their hands full with funding
this project and had no desire to take on the role
of developing a new congregation.

Father

McClain and the Vestry disagreed about the
major role he wished to play in developing the
new church. Bishop Shahan came to a special
Vestry meeting in May 2002 and when a
solution could not be reached, the Bishop
suggested Father McClain resign as Rector. In
June, at the request of the Vestry, the Bishop
appointed the Senior Warden, Tony Kulina, to
assume leadership of the parish and he guided Good Shepherd through the transition
period. The first order of business was securing the services of an interim priest to serve
the parish and The Reverend Glenn Jenks was highly recommended by the diocese and
was accepted for the position.
Father Jenks was asked to be Good Shepherd’s fifth rector the following year and
served in that capacity beginning in 2003.
Several programs begun during Father
McClain's service to Good Shepherd
continued to grow under Father Jenks's
leadership. There were three Education
for

Ministry

(EFM)

classes,

many

parishioners were involved with Habitat
for Humanity and the Day Worker
program continued to expand. The Day
Worker program provided a gathering place at Good Shepherd six days a week for those
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looking for work. At its peak, 80 to 100 men were participating and the goal was to
provide safe daily work at a fair wage with dignity. The program was self-sustaining and
no church operating funds were used. Each man paid $1.00 a day and that money, in
addition to donations, provided the necessary funding for the Day Worker program. In
December of 2007, the Day Worker
program was terminated due to the
advent of Arizona’s new employersanctions law that targets businesses that
knowingly hire illegal workers.
The Council of Ministries, an
umbrella organization for all church
programs, was organized during this period and it continues to provide a framework for
Parish

activities.

Recent

mission

work

building houses for orphans at the Watoto
village in Africa, and health and education
work with mothers and their children in two
villages in Honduras, have extended our
Outreach programs beyond the local level.
In 2004 the Vestry made a priority
commitment to rebuild Good Shepherd's
programs for youth. Our younger children were taught the Godly Play curriculum; our
middle school ages participated in the Rite 13 program; and we had a growing and
dynamic youth program for teenagers.
The years from 2003 through 2007 were a time of stability and growth for Good
Shepherd of the Hills and in 2005 the
church was designated as a Jubilee
Ministry Parish. This designation came
from the National Episcopal Church and
it honors those churches that make a
direct link between theology and ethics
by their outreach to the poor.
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In July of 2007, the Reverend Scott Jones was
ordained at Good Shepherd as a priest in the Episcopal
Church and he served as Father Glenn’s assistant until the
spring of 2008 when Father Glenn retired. After Father
Glenn retired, Father Scott served as Priest in Charge until
he was called to serve at an Episcopal parish in Mesa in
March of 2009.

During his

time at Good Shepherd, he was
instrumental in changing the
Sunday

school

and

adult

education programs. In addition, one of our own parishioners,
Jack Robertson, was ordained as a deacon in the Episcopal
Church in January of 2008 and began his ministry as the first
deacon at Good Shepherd.
For four months after Father Scott’s departure, Good
Shepherd had supply priests to lead the Sunday services and
the Vestry was responsible for the day-to-day running of the
church. Pastor Barb Schmitz was called to serve as Interim
Rector in July 2009 as we began the search for our next rector.
Selecting a new rector, the first time the parish had
participated in the calling process, took over a year. Finally, in
December 2010, the
Reverend

Nordon

Winger became the
sixth rector of Good
Shepherd.
Father Nordon’s Installation by Bishop Kirk
Smith took place March 20, 2011 and we could
finally begin to move forward into the next phase
of our church’s history.
In the spring of 2011, the ancient bronze Spanish Church Bells were re-hung in a
new steel structure because the original wooden frame was no longer strong enough to
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support them. When the bells were lifted from the belfry by a crane and placed on the
driveway to receive their new steel structure, it was noted by those in attendance that one
of the bells was embossed with “La Cruz Ano 1351” and it is believed that is the year the
bells were cast. The bells were blessed by Bishop Kirk Smith on May 15, 2011 and once
again they call members of Good Shepherd and visitors to worship every Sunday
morning. Good Shepherd and its ministries continue to thrive, with an invigorated youth
program, an enhanced music offering, an emphasis on community outreach and an
ongoing effort to establish priorities for our future.

One final piece of church history, told by Tony Kulina, is worth repeating:
"The name in common usage for years was Church of the Good Shepherd; the "of
the Hills" part was often left off. This name contained no hint that we were an
Episcopal church, although sometimes we were called Good Shepherd Episcopal.
Our official corporate name was "The Rector, Wardens and Vestrymen of the
Episcopal Parish of the Good Shepherd of the Hills"-a real mouthful. …The
banks and other companies that we did business with had problems with the
multiple names and the length of the official corporate name. A letter of
clarification was filed with the banks to help clear up the problem. The Diocese
Chancellor suggested 'Why don't you just change the name to something simpler.'
I proposed that the official, corporate, new name be 'Good Shepherd of the Hills
Episcopal Church' and the Vestry approved the change. I believe this became
effective in 2003."
With strong faith and the labor of many devoted Christians, Good Shepherd of the
Hills Episcopal Church has grown from a one-room schoolhouse to an important
institution in the Desert Foothills where people serve God and care for His sheep. Our
history continues and you are invited to be a participant in the ongoing process.
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ADDENDUM

HISTORY OF GOOD SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS
THRIFT STORE
A Ministry of Good Shepherd of the Hills
Episcopal Church
Cave Creek, Arizona
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THE GOLD MINE THRIFT STORE

The roots of the Gold Mine can be traced back to the beginnings of the Good Shepherd of
the Hills parish in 1947. The church, originally a mission outpost, was the only one in
town and it was meant to be the center of the community serving all the various needs,
both spiritual and physical. As with many churches, it was a core of dedicated ladies that
organized and ran the many activities that held the congregation together. Among them
were gatherings of fellowship for the church as well as the town, whether church
affiliated or not. The actual seed of the Gold Mine was a regular rummage sale that was
always successful.

As the church grew the ladies, originally as the Episcopal Church Women Group,
reorganized themselves as the St. Martha’s Guild and expanded their activities. They
decided that one of their efforts was worthy of being emphasized, and so with a little
organization and effort the rummage sales were expanded into a thrift shop type
operation with regular hours, operated by volunteers and stocked with donations from the
church members and the community.

The idea was to provide not only a source of income for the Guild and its outreach
projects, but to be a community service, a central rallying point to assist anyone in need.
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The store would become a means to recycle any and all donations and give them a second
and useful life.
From the beginning, the rule was “we accept any donation as long as it doesn’t need to be
fed.” Occasional exceptions were made when a horse and a dog were donated and resold
the same day. In the late 50s the first thrift shop was located in a house on Cave Creek
Road across the road from Luigi’s restaurant near where Spur Cross Road is now located.
Jean Owen had complete charge of the initial operation with assistance from Kay
Maitland, the wife of the first Rector of the church. Later, other vacant houses in the area
were offered free of charge primarily because of the community service aspect.

Initially the store opened only on Fridays and Saturdays for a couple hours. The ladies
were getting the hang of the operation and enjoyed some degree of success; and the Guild
discussed whether to extend the days and hours. Now that a real presence had been
established in the area, some thought was given to giving it an official name, and decided
that “The Gold Mine” best described what the store was. One method used to attract
customers was that just before opening, a few items would be “salted” around the store
with unbelievably low prices. The customers would then be encouraged to rummage
around the mine looking for those special treasures.

In 1953 money was raised to construct a parish hall on the north side of Cave Creek Road
to be used for the many activities of the church, and on Fridays and Saturdays the Gold
Mine operated there. This building was named Nelson Hall to honor the first Vicar of the
mission church. After the Gold Mine closed on Saturday everything had to be pushed
aside so the space could be used for Sunday School the next day. There was an old
wooden building in what is now the parking lot that was the actual church sanctuary.
Then, in 1960 Nelson Hall was expanded to double its size.
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Much of the labor was done by church members as well as folks from other faiths and
many unchurched residents.

The Gold Mine was truly dedicated to community service. Clothing was frequently given
to the many needy families in the area; and the school nurse at the Cave Creek
elementary school was given free access to shoes and clothing for any children she saw
in need. The Gold Mine also gave her money for lunches to feed the children until the
school district eventually began to fund the school lunch program from other sources.

The Gold Mine was a center where you could go and meet friends and catch up on the
local news and often learn about a special need in the area, a need that might be met with
a little effort by the Gold Mine and its volunteers. It is not difficult to imagine the spirit
of community oneness that ran through the operation. The income generated by the store
grew steadily over the years. Proceeds were distributed to many outreach projects
designated by the St. Martha’s Guild. Operating costs were minimal, so most of the
income was available for ministry, with a portion going into the church needs.

The present church sanctuary was consecrated in 1968 by Bishop Joseph Harte and
within a year the congregation grew so that it was no longer designated as a mission, but
a full-fledged church.
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Then in 1977, the multipurpose parish hall on Cave Creek road was torn down and a new
building of the same architectural design as the church was constructed to house the Gold
Mine.

It was built at a lower level so as not to obstruct the view of the sanctuary. The hours of
operation were extended to three and then four days a week, and the revenue continued to
increase, reaching $30,000 per year. Operating expenses borne by the Gold Mine were
very small since the building maintenance and utilities were paid by the church. The
Guild oversaw all the distribution of all the funds into the community and beyond.
Regular shipments of clothing were trucked and sometimes flown to the mission church
on the Navajo Indian reservation. Requests for help came from other closer Indian
reservations and were met as well.

The Gold Mine enjoyed continued success and revenues likewise grew to exceed $40,000
per year. Reverend Mikel McClain was assigned to the parish as assistant in 1988 and
became Rector in 1992. He believed that the Gold Mine was truly a major ministry of the
church and as such the administration and distribution of outreach funds was more
appropriately a function of the church and the governing board, the Vestry. He obtained
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the support of the congregation and hired a local person with retail selling experience to
be the first paid manager of the Gold Mine.

Ginny Lietman took charge of the operation and over the eleven years of her service in
that capacity was able to increase revenues significantly, so that the approximately eleven
year period grossed in excess of $1,000,000. The distribution of the funds to outreach
ministries continued and expanded many fold. The St. Martha’s Guild eventually
disbanded in the late 1990s, with Beth Hatcher serving as the last president of the
organization.
The many functions of the St. Martha’s Guild were eventually taken over by separate
committees of the church. The Gold Mine and the entire church owes a very great debt of
gratitude to these dedicated ladies whose energies made such a difference in the early life
of Good Shepherd Church.

While Ginny was the manager the Gold Mine building was expanded in 2002 with the
building of a 2400 square foot addition to serve primarily as storage space. In 2006,
Ginny retired and Laura vanLeeuwen became her successor. Laura took over as another
expansion was going on, this time a beautiful 4,000 square foot structure added to the
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south side of the building, with a bell tower facing Cave Creek Road. This served the
multiple purpose of adding display space on the first floor, storage on the second, and a
church presence along Cave Creek Road. During this period the revenues of the store
often exceeded the $100,000 per year mark.
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Laura left about 2010 and was succeeded by Lena McCoy as new manager. The store has
continued to have wonderful success as revenues climbed to $150,000 per year with
expectations that even those numbers will be exceeded. As church policy dictates, all
revenue except the manager’s salary and some operating expenses go entirely to the
many outreach areas. The ultimate beneficiaries are selected by an Outreach committee
and include both local and foreign organizations.
It is fitting to mention some of the St. Martha’s Guild ladies who were so instrumental to
the early success of the Gold Mine. They include Jean Owen, Kay Maitland, Dorothy
Hiscox, Nellie Jones, Illa Phipps, Shirley Coyle Anna Wooldridge, Louise Dilatush, Ellen
Moberg, and many others.
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The current 2013 staff of volunteers, above, comprises many church members, but also
quite a few non-members, all dedicated to its continuing prosperity. The customer base
has seemed to change over the years and the store receives many compliments on its
appearance and cleanliness. People say “I really like to shop here!”

The very basic underpinning of the success is the continued stream of donations coming
in the back door. Without this kind of support from the community the store would soon
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run out of merchandise placed out for sale. The old motto still holds true – “we’ll take
any donation as long as it doesn’t have to be fed.”

Tony Kulina
December, 2013
Sources: St. Martha’s Guild meeting minutes, various written historical documents,
personal interviews.

See additional articles and photos on following pages
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