A Jubilee Ministry Center

The Fourth Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist, Rite II
Sunday, December 20, 2020
Celebrant The Rev. John Christopher
Lector Barbara Popejoy
Our Missional Vision
Good Shepherd of the Hills brings the love and
light of Christ Jesus to our neighbors in the
Foothills Community, so that they may know Him
and be brought into the fellowship of His Church.

The Right Rev. Jennifer A. Reddall, Bishop
The Rev. John Christopher, Interim Priest
Eunkyung Suh-Lee, Director of Music
Ashley Phillips, Director of Children’s Ministry
Jarrod Phillips, Director of Youth Ministry
Teresa Garnica, Sexton

Christmas Eve Services
Christmas Eve Services will be held at 3pm and 6pm in the
church Courtyard. Please contact the office to RSVP!
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Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and
by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and
dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son,
our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Lighting of the Advent Candle - Love
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The Word of God
Opening Acclamation
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
People:
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever.
Amen.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.
The Celebrant says the Collect.
The Collect

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily
visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may
find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.
Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin
and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life;
that when he shall come again in power and great triumph
to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice
to behold his appearing.
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The Lessons
A Reading from the Second Book of Samuel

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
When the king was settled in his house, and
the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies
around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan,
"See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark
of God stays in a tent." Nathan said to the king, "Go,
do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with
you."
But that same night the word of the Lord came to
Nathan: Go and tell my servant David: Thus says
the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live
in? I have not lived in a house since the day I brought
up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I
have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle.

(CONT.)
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Wherever I have moved about among all the people of
Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal
leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my
people Israel, saying, "Why have you not built me a house
of cedar?" Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant
David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you from the
pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my
people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you
went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you;
and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the
great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place for my
people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in
their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers
shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that
I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give
you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the Lord declares
to you that the Lord will make you a house. Your house and
your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your
throne shall be established forever.
The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God
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Canticle 15 (The Psalm Will Be Read in Unison)
The Song of Mary
Luke 1:46-55
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed: *
the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy
is his Name.
He has mercy on those who fear him *
in every generation.
He has shown the strength of his arm, *
he has scattered the proud in their conceit.
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, *
and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things, *
and the rich he has sent away empty.
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, *
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
The promise he made to our fathers, *
to Abraham and his children for ever.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for
ever. Amen.
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A Reading from Paul to the Romans
Romans 16:25-27
Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my
gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to
the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long
ages but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic
writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to
the command of the eternal God, to bring about the
obedience of faith-- to the only wise God, through Jesus
Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen.
The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God
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The Gospel
Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Luke
People:
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Luke 1:26-38
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a
town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a
man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The
virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said,
“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she
was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort
of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And
now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and
you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be
called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will
give to him the throne of his ancestor David.

(CONT.)
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He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel,
“How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to
her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the
child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of
God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has
also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her
who was said to be barren. For nothing will be
impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your
word.” Then the angel departed from her.
Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.
People:
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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The Message

The Rev. John Christopher

The Affirmation of Faith

Celebrant: Let us affirm our faith.
People: We are not alone, we live in God’s world.
We believe in God:
who created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus,
the Word made flesh,
to reconcile and make new,

who works in us and others by the Holy Spirit.
We trust in God.
We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God’s presence,
to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,
our judge and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death,
God is with us.
We are not alone.
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Prayers of the People
Celebrant: Faithful God, stir up your strength and come to
help us as we look for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ;
hear our prayers and strengthen us to the end as we pray:
Restore us, O God of Hosts; show us the light of your
countenance, and we shall be saved.
Lector: We give thanks to you, our Loving God, for the
grace you have given to us in Christ Jesus: Enrich your
Church in speech and knowledge of every kind that she may
not be lacking in any spiritual gift and may be awake, alert,
and blameless.
Restore us, O God of hosts; show us the light of your
countenance, and we shall be saved.

Make your name known, Almighty One, so that the nations
might tremble at your presence: Gather the elect from the
ends of the earth to the ends of heaven, that all humanity
may know that we are the work of your hand and the sheep
of your flock.
Restore us, O God of hosts; show us the light of your
countenance, and we shall be saved.
Come among us with great power and glory, O Shepherd of
your people, shine forth and give to all the earth the light of
your presence.
Restore us, O God of hosts; show us the light of your
countenance, and we shall be saved.

(CONT.)
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Be near to this community, at our very gates and within our
hearts, and do not hide your face from us, that we may know
your glory in the evening and at midnight and at cockcrow
and at dawn, and not be found asleep at the day of your
coming.
Restore us, O God of hosts; show us the light of your
countenance, and we shall be saved.
Compassionate One, open the heavens and come down with
your healing grace for those for whom we pray, especially
those on our Good Shepherd prayer list, and for those in any
suffering or danger.
We give thanks for the grace and peace that come from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, offering our special
gratitude for this community, for our congregation, and for
those served by our ministries.
May your angels gather your beloved into the day of your
triumph as we remember those who have died.
Restore us, O God of hosts; show us the light of your
countenance, and we shall be saved.
Celebrant:
No one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any
God besides you, O Holy One; you are the potter and we are
the clay, the work of your hand: Shine forth upon your
creation, stir up you strength, and come to help us, as we
put our trust in you, O Father, through our Savior Jesus Christ
in the power of your Holy Spirit, One God, forever and ever.
Amen.
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Celebrant says:
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Celebrant and People:
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For
the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Celebrant says:
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.
The Peace
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People:
And also with you.
Virtual Offering
~Offertory Anthem~
"Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence"
By 17th Century French Carol
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The Doxology
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The Holy Eucharist
Eucharist Prayer B

The Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
The Celebrant proceeds:
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and
everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels
and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who
for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:
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Sanctus
Holy, holy, holy, Lord,

God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory,
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, in the highest, in the highest.
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The Sanctus Bell is Rung
The Celebrant continues:
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love
which you have made known to us in creation; in the
calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken
through the prophets; and above all in the Word made
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him
to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and
Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us
from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In
him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of
sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take,
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had
given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this,
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of
me.”
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Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People:
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
The Celebrant Continues:
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to
you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation,
this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit
upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the
Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite
us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be
acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy
Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection
under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country
where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting
heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the
Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father,
now and for ever. AMEN.
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As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray:
Celebrant and People:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant: Alleluia. We break this bread to share in the Body
of Christ
People:
We who are many are one body, for we all share
in the one bread. Alleluia.
Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God.
[Take them in remembrance that Christ lives for us, and feed
on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.]
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Sanctus Bell is rung

Communion of the People
All are welcome to receive communion.

Post–Communion Prayer
Celebrant: Let us pray.
Celebrant and People:
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you with gladness
and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Priest gives the Blessing.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you forever.
Amen.

Dismissal
Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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~Recessional Hymn #66~
“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”

23

We ask for your blessing for those celebrating their
anniversary:
Dave & Shari Flatt, Jim & Gretchen Curtis,

Please Pray For the Following People
Mariah Myers, Paddi Mozilo, Judy Bruce, Sherron Hodgkinson,
Deacon Michael Douglas, James Micuda, Mike, Tracie,
Erica Richardson, Alice Crichton, Jenny West, Kathy Frederick,
Sarah, Jeff, Christopher Thoms, Patricia Wolfe, Sally,
Tom Sampson, Tabitha Erickson, Michael Ajamie, Marilyn Allen,
Phil Walin
Please Pray for those in the Armed Forces

Stephanie Case Andersen, Adam and Kim Bennett, Jeff Walker,
Jeff Lindbom, Jordan Knight, Katherine Guthrie,
Pierce Guthrie, Nathan Cole, John A. Malley-Garza,
Benjamin McCombs, Gabriel Leite, Blake Henderson Jr.,
David Allen Slockett
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Message from the Stewardship Committee

Beth Hatcher, Barbara Popejoy, Alan Northcott, Mary
Pierce and Father John
We wish to thank everyone that returned their pledge card
and if you have not there is still time to do so. We realize
that COVID has changed things and we are ever so
grateful for all the responses in regards to the helping out
at our wonderful church. There will be more on that later
as our church opens up to having service indoors.
May each of you continue to be healthy as you are blessed
by our Saviour this Christmas!
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New Vestry Member Call
Have you ever considered serving on a Vestry? Do you feel God may be
nudging you, calling you, leading you in that direction? A Vestry Member is
a spiritual, missional, and strategic leader of the congregation. This role is
one of servant leadership where God is the North Star. Good Shepherd will
have three available Vestry positions beginning January, 2021 and the
current Vestry’s Nominating ommittee is seeking the names of people who
feel called to serve. You will find an outline of the Vestry Member’s Role
Description within the Vestry tab on the Good Shepherd webpage. If you
are interested in submitting your name, please contact the head of the
Nominating Committee, Andrew Wilson, at Andrew@iwilsons.com. You may
also contact any Vestry Member and we will forward your name to Andrew.
Jr. Warden Call
Are you someone who enjoys seeing that Good Shepherd is maintained and
cared for? Are you a problem solver? Good Shepherd is seeking a Junior
Warden who has the desire to see that our beloved church is kept in good
working condition for ourselves and others who will come after us. Thanks
to the past few Junior Wardens and Father John, Good Shepherd is in the
best shape she’s been in for many years. If you are interested in this special
role, that of caring for the beautiful facilities we all love, please contact
Andrew Wilson at Andrew@iwilsons.com.
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Forward Day by Day
Do you enjoy the daily devotional of the Episcopal Church, Forward Day by Day? There is still time to pick up the quarterly book
(November, December and January)! You can pick up daily from
9am to 3pm by the door in Maitland Hall.
If you are unable to pick one up please contact the office for
other options!

You’re Invited!
Coffee with Mary
Join Mary every Tuesday via Zoom at 10am!
Zoom meeting to get together with each other
and discuss our many blessings and tribulations.
During the pandemic I know how hard it is to be isolated and
alone. Desperate feelings appear one never knew they had. But,
if one steps back and can voice their fears and joys to someone it
is helpful. God is always listening…
If you are interested in joining please check your email for your
Zoom invite or contact the office at goodshepherdaz@msn.com.
-Mary Pierce
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You’re invited!
Centering Prayer
Centering Prayer has started back up on
Wednesday mornings at 9:30am via Zoom.
Centering Prayer is a receptive method of
Christian silent prayer that prepares us to receive the gift of
contemplative prayer, prayer in which we experience God’s
presence within us, closer than breathing, closer than thinking,
closer than consciousness itself.
Our prayer session will consist of an opening reading, 20-minute
silent meditation, a spiritual video, and a brief closing discussion.
If you are interested in joining please check your email for your
Zoom invite or contact the office at goodshepherdaz@msn.com.

Father John will be holding a Compline Service via Zoom every
Wednesday beginning at 7pm. You can follow along using The
Book of Common Prayer P. 127, or the online version of BCP that
can be found on our website here (https://
www.goodshepherdaz.org/join-us-online.html).
If you are interested in joining please check your email for your
Zoom invite or contact the office at goodshepherdaz@msn.com.
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Good Shepherd of the Hills
Episcopal Church
6502 East Cave Creek Rd.
Cave Creek 85331
The Reverend John Christopher, Interim Priest
Cell: 602.757-9282
Email: rabblerouser1957@gmail.com
Office
Phone: 480.488.3283
Email: goodshepherdaz@msn.com
Office Hours
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Closed Friday

Good Shepherd of the Hills
2020 Vestry Members
Senior Warden
Steve LaMar

Junior Warden
Todd Knape
Beth Hatcher
Mary Pierce
Barbara Popejoy
Mike Powell
Andrew Wilson

Treasurer
Alan Northcott

Clerk
Barbara Popejoy

Visit our website at www.goodshepherdaz.org
All music reprinted in this bulletin is authorized and reported under
CCLI License No. 344679.
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