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The Third Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist, Rite II
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Celebrant The Rev. John Christopher
Lector Erica Richardson
Our Missional Vision
Good Shepherd of the Hills brings the love and
light of Christ Jesus to our neighbors in the
Foothills Community, so that they may know Him
and be brought into the fellowship of His Church.

The Right Rev. Jennifer A. Reddall, Bishop
The Rev. John Christopher, Interim Priest
Eunkyung Suh-Lee, Director of Music
Ashley Phillips, Director of Children’s Ministry
Jarrod Phillips, Director of Youth Ministry
Teresa Garnica, Sexton

~Prelude~
“Brightest and Best”
By The Southern Harmony, 1835
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~Opening Hymn~
# 65 Prepare The Way, O Zion
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Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and
by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and
dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son,
our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Lighting of the Advent Candle - Joy
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The Word of God
Opening Acclamation

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
People:
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever.
Amen.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.
The Celebrant says the Collect.
The Collect

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come
among us; and, because we are sorely hindered by our
sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and
deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with
you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for
ever. Amen.
Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin
and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life;
that when he shall come again in power and great triumph
to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice
to behold his appearing.
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The Lessons
A Reading from the Book of Isaiah

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me,
because the Lord has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and release to the prisoners;
to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor,
and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn;
to provide for those who mourn in Zion—
to give them a garland instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the Lord, to display his glory.
They shall build up the ancient ruins,
they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations.
(CONT.)
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For I the Lord love justice,
I hate robbery and wrongdoing;
I will faithfully give them their recompense,
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.
Their descendants shall be known among the nations,
and their offspring among the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge
that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed.
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD,
my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations.
The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God

7

Psalm 126
(The Psalm Will Be Read in Unison)

1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, *
then were we like those who dream.
2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, *
and our tongue with shouts of joy.
3 Then they said among the nations, *
"The Lord has done great things for them."
4 The Lord has done great things for us, *
and we are glad indeed.
5 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, *
like the watercourses of the Negev.
6 Those who sowed with tears *
will reap with songs of joy.
7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, *
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.
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A Reading from Paul to the Thessalonians

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus
for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the
words of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what
is good; abstain from every form of evil.
May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and
may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one
who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.
The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God
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The Gospel

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to John
People:
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
John 1:6-8, 19-28
There was a man sent from God, whose name was
John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so
that all might believe through him. He himself was
not the light, but he came to testify to the light.
This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent
priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are
you?” He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I
am not the Messiah.” And they asked him, “What then?
Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the
prophet?” He answered, “No.” Then they said to him,
“Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent
us. What do you say about yourself?” He said, “I am the
voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight
the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said.

(CONT.)
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Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked
him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the
Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” John answered
them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one
whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me;
I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” This
took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was
baptizing.
Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.
People:
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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The Message

The Rev. John Christopher
The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
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For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again
in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the
Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son
he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection
of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.
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"Dona Nobis Pacem"
By Ralph V. Williams
Solo– Ann Crawford

Prayers of the People
Celebrant: Faithful God, stir up your strength and come to
help us as we look for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ;
hear our prayers and strengthen us to the end as we pray:
Restore us, O God of Hosts; show us the light of your
countenance, and we shall be saved.
Lector: We give thanks to you, our Loving God, for the
grace you have given to us in Christ Jesus: Enrich your
Church in speech and knowledge of every kind that she may
not be lacking in any spiritual gift and may be awake, alert,
and blameless.
Restore us, O God of hosts; show us the light of your
countenance, and we shall be saved.
Make your name known, Almighty One, so that the nations
might tremble at your presence: Gather the elect from the
ends of the earth to the ends of heaven, that all humanity
may know that we are the work of your hand and the sheep
of your flock.
Restore us, O God of hosts; show us the light of your
countenance, and we shall be saved.
Come among us with great power and glory, O Shepherd of
your people, shine forth and give to all the earth the light of
your presence.
Restore us, O God of hosts; show us the light of your
countenance, and we shall be saved.
(CONT.)
14

Be near to this community, at our very gates and within our
hearts, and do not hide your face from us, that we may know
your glory in the evening and at midnight and at cockcrow
and at dawn, and not be found asleep at the day of your
coming.
Restore us, O God of hosts; show us the light of your
countenance, and we shall be saved.
Compassionate One, open the heavens and come down with
your healing grace for those for whom we pray, especially
those on our Good Shepherd prayer list, and for those in any
suffering or danger.

We give thanks for the grace and peace that come from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, offering our special
gratitude for this community, for our congregation, and for
those served by our ministries.
May your angels gather your beloved into the day of your
triumph as we remember those who have died.
Restore us, O God of hosts; show us the light of your
countenance, and we shall be saved.
Celebrant:
No one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any
God besides you, O Holy One; you are the potter and we are
the clay, the work of your hand: Shine forth upon your
creation, stir up you strength, and come to help us, as we
put our trust in you, O Father, through our Savior Jesus Christ
in the power of your Holy Spirit, One God, forever and ever.
Amen.
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Celebrant says:
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Celebrant and People:
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For
the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Celebrant says:
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People:
And also with you.
Virtual Offering
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The Doxology
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The Holy Eucharist
Eucharist Prayer B

The Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Celebrant proceeds:
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and
everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels
and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who
for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:
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Sanctus
Holy, holy, holy, Lord,
God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory,
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, in the highest, in the highest.
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The Sanctus Bell is Rung
The Celebrant continues:
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love
which you have made known to us in creation; in the
calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken
through the prophets; and above all in the Word made
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him
to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and
Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us
from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In
him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of
sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take,
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had
given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this,
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of
me.”
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Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People:
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
The Celebrant Continues:
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to
you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation,
this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit
upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the
Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite
us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be
acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy
Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection
under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country
where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting
heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the
Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father,
now and for ever. AMEN.
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As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray:
Celebrant and People:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant: Alleluia. We break this bread to share in the Body
of Christ
People:
We who are many are one body, for we all share
in the one bread. Alleluia.
Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God.
[Take them in remembrance that Christ lives for us, and feed
on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.]
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Sanctus Bell is rung

Communion of the People
All are welcome to receive communion.

Post–Communion Prayer
Celebrant: Let us pray.
Celebrant and People:
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you with gladness
and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Priest gives the Blessing.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you forever.
Amen.
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Recessional Hymn #539
“O Zion, Haste, Thy Mission High Fulfilling”

(CONT.)
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Dismissal
Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

~Postlude~
“Lo! He Comes With Clouds Descending”
By Thomas Olivers
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We ask for your blessing for those celebrating their
birthday:
Benjamin McCombs

Please Pray For the Following People
Mariah Myers, Paddi Mozilo, Judy Bruce, Sherron Hodgkinson,
Deacon Michael Douglas, James Micuda, Mike, Tracie,
Erica Richardson, Alice Crichton, Jenny West, Kathy Frederick,
Sarah, Jeff, Christopher Thoms, Patricia Wolfe, Sally,
Tom Sampson, Tabitha Erickson, Michael Ajamie, Marilyn Allen,
Phil Walin

Please Pray for those in the Armed Forces
Stephanie Case Andersen, Adam and Kim Bennett, Jeff Walker,
Jeff Lindbom, Jordan Knight, Katherine Guthrie,
Pierce Guthrie, Nathan Cole, John A. Malley-Garza,
Benjamin McCombs, Gabriel Leite, Blake Henderson Jr.,
David Allen Slockett
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GOLD MINE NEEDS YOUR DONATIONS!
Please clean our your closets and bring us your gently used items! We
are accepting donations during business hours Wednesday—Saturday
9 am to 3pm! Please note, we are not able to accept large furniture
donations at this time!

You’re Invited!
Coffee with Mary
Join Mary every Tuesday via Zoom at 10am!
Zoom meeting to get together with each other
and discuss our many blessings and tribulations.

During the pandemic I know how hard it is to be isolated and
alone. Desperate feelings appear one never knew they had. But,
if one steps back and can voice their fears and joys to someone it
is helpful. God is always listening…
If you are interested in joining please check your email for your
Zoom invite or contact the office at goodshepherdaz@msn.com.
-Mary Pierce
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You’re invited!
Centering Prayer
Centering Prayer has started back up on
Wednesday mornings at 9:30am via Zoom.

Centering Prayer is a receptive method of
Christian silent prayer that prepares us to receive the gift of
contemplative prayer, prayer in which we experience God’s
presence within us, closer than breathing, closer than thinking,
closer than consciousness itself.
Our prayer session will consist of an opening reading, 20-minute
silent meditation, a spiritual video, and a brief closing discussion.
If you are interested in joining please check your email for your
Zoom invite or contact the office at goodshepherdaz@msn.com.

Father John will be holding a Compline Service via Zoom every
Wednesday beginning at 7pm. You can follow along using The
Book of Common Prayer P. 127, or the online version of BCP that
can be found on our website here (https://
www.goodshepherdaz.org/join-us-online.html).
If you are interested in joining please check your email for your
Zoom invite or contact the office at goodshepherdaz@msn.com.
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Good Shepherd of the Hills
Episcopal Church
6502 East Cave Creek Rd.
Cave Creek 85331

The Reverend John Christopher, Interim Priest
Cell: 602.757-9282
Email: rabblerouser1957@gmail.com
Office
Phone: 480.488.3283
Email: goodshepherdaz@msn.com
Office Hours
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Closed Friday

Good Shepherd of the Hills
2020 Vestry Members
Senior Warden
Steve LaMar

Junior Warden
Todd Knape
Beth Hatcher
Mary Pierce
Barbara Popejoy
Mike Powell
Andrew Wilson

Treasurer
Alan Northcott

Clerk
Barbara Popejoy

Visit our website at www.goodshepherdaz.org
All music reprinted in this bulletin is authorized and reported under
CCLI License No. 344679.
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